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	Alfa Romeo European Sigma 33 Championships

A fleet of 46 Sigma’s took to Dublin Bay for a week of wonderful racing in beautiful sunshine even if at times extremely blustery conditions. The Scottish, English, Northern Ireland and Local fleets were well represented. 

The battle at the front end of the fleet was closely fought between Kevin Aitken’s White Tub, Alan Milton’s Pepsi from the Clyde, Ben Richard’s Lucent from the Solent and a strong Dublin Bay challenge from John O’Connor’s Showtime, David Palmer’s Jalina and White Mischief. 

White Mischief eventually came out on top with only four points separating the top three boats. 

After Race 4, a “Silver Fleet” was formed and this provided extra and exiting racing for those who qualified. Congratulations to Powder Monkey who won the Silver Fleet Royal Irish Trophy, closely followed by Scorcher in second and then Retribution third.

The weather was very variable during the week with Tuesday’s second race being abandoned due to light variable wind resulting in three races being sailed on Wednesday in twenty to thirty five knots of wind. There were many spectacular broaches to keep those with time to watch amused with pride of place going to White Tub. Thursday’s first race finished in forty plus knots causing the seventh race to postponed. Two races were sailed on Friday.

Congratulations and thanks to my crew for their success and a sincere thanks to all the Dublin Bay Fleet who provide such keen competition and keep us on our toes. We used quite a few “Get out of goal cards” during the week!! 

Patriot’s Cup – cont.
Priority will naturally be given to those owners who
generously loaned their yachts earlier this season for the International Team racing Challenge and crews are very welcome, space permitting.

The preliminary programme is as follows:

Thursday 18th.    Fly to Boston

Friday 19th.        Boat allocation and practice sail

Saturday 20th.    Start Patriots Cup

Sunday 21st.       End Patriots Cup

Monday 22nd.     Depart Boston

Tuesday 23rd.     Arrive back in Dublin

Once we know how many are planning to go we will get the best rates for flights, hopefully from Dublin.

We therefore need to know as soon as possible who is interested in going to Newport so please email the Class Secretary at secretary@sigma33.net
Line Duty
The following boats have drawn the short straw and have been selected to carry out line duty on behalf of the fleet. The instructions for line duty can be found on page seven of the DBSC Booklet.

Remember if you fail to carry out your duty the 

whole fleet suffers and you may be docked points from two races. You will be safe from line duty for the foreseeable future i.e. until the rote returns to your boat.  
Tuesday 26th August           Popje

Thursday 28th August         Pastiche

Saturday 27th  September   Gwilli 2 

Please don’t forget!

Cruise In Company to Malahide

Saturday/Sunday 26th to 27th July  

The Cruise in company is almost upon us. 

It is intended to set out from Dun Laoghaire after the DBSC Race and take the flood tide north arriving in Malahide in time for dinner at Cruzzo’s, 


	We all appreciated the excellent “on the water” race management provide by Jack Roy and his team and they are due our sincere thanks as are the many people who assisted in the planning and organisation of the regatta. 

Finally, an event of this nature cannot be run without the support of a generous sponsor and it was a privilege to work with Alfa Romeo for the second year running – many thanks.

The full results are on the RIYC and Sigma 33 East Coast Association web site.

T.N.G.

The Patriots Cup
The Patriots Cup will be sailed in Rode Island, USA the weekend of 19th, 20th & 21st. of September. The Sigma 33 East Coast Association have been invited to send a Team comprising three crews of four to this prestigious event. 

The  RSt.GYC has also been invited to send team and I understand their intention is to include a strong contingent of their own Sigma sailors.

Hamble River Sailing Club are also invited and they have offered a place on each of their boats to an Irish Sigma Sailor. This is a very generous gesture and an opportunity for some of us to learn more about the rules and tactics of Team Racing from one of the acknowledged top Team Racing Clubs in the UK.

So, we have a great opportunity to send a strong Irish contingent to the Patriots Cup and so we need to know as soon as possible who wants to go.

a top class restaurant on the Marina.
Those intending to participate should book a berth on the marina in Malahide tel no. 8454129 and book dinner at Cruzzo’s tel no 8450599 or Email info@cruzzo.ie letting them know you are part of the Sigma Group and the number of places you require for dinner.

Lambay Race

The Lambay Race hosted by Howth Yacht Club was well supported by the Sigma fleet with a turn out of 12 boats. The race was sailed in 20 to 30 knots of breeze making for exciting sailing surfing on the waves east of the island. Congratulations to Rupert who was followed home by Tahoe, Wardance and Boojum. Some boats made a weekend of it staying overnight to sample the fleshpots of Howth. A good time was had by all. Our thanks to Howth YC.

A New Trophy for the Fleet
John Marks of Tahoe has presented a magnificent Trophy to the fleet. This trophy is intended to encourage owners to look after their boats and to have them compliant and ready to race in the first DBSC Race of the Season.

Our thanks to John for his generous gift and the exact “Deed of Gift” for this trophy will be announced in the next News Letter.

Dates for your Diary

July 26th. & 27th.    Cruise in company

Aug 07th                 Ladies Race
Aug 23rd. & 24th.    DBSC Cruiser Challenge

Sept. 6th.                 RAYC Day (incl. DBSC points)

Sept. 14th.               Sigma Sunday - RIYC

                               Crews Race in the morning

                               Lunch – provided by the crews

                               Ballot Race after lunch

                               Bar B Q after racing

Missing Trophy

Following the euphoria of the prize giving the Irish Sigma National Championships Trophy has gone missing.

If you have it please let the Hon Secretary know.


